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• EGWA presentation

• Greenways:  an asset for accessible
tourism

• Economic impact of accessible tourism in
Europe

• Accessible Greenways in Europe, best
practices, some examples

• Some conclusions



In 1998 the European
Greenways Association
(EGWA) was created in Namur
(Wallonia, Belgium)

Objectives: inventory,
encouraging the creation and
promotion of Greenways in
Europe.

Secretariat and executive seat
in Madrid (Spain).

46 members from 15 countries



AUSTRIA : FUTURE BASE WEINVIERTEL (FBW) - BELGIUM : CHEMINS DU RAIL (CDR) ;
INSTITUT BRUXELLOIS GESTION ENVIRONNEMENT (IBGE) ; REGIERUNG DER

DEUTSCHSPRACHIGEN GEMEINSCHAFT ; RÉGION WALLONNE - D.G. OPÉR. ROUTES ET
BÂTIMENTS ; RÉGION WALLONNE - D.G. OPÉR. MOBILITÉ ET VOIES HYDRAULIQUES ; RÉGION
WALLONNE -D.G. OPÉR. AMÉNAGEMENT DU TERRITOIRE, DU LOGEMENT, DU PATRIMOINE ET

DE L’ÉNERGIE ; VILLE DE CHARLEROI - CZECH REPUBLIC:ENVIRONMENTAL PARTNERSHIP for
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT (EPSD) - FRANCE : ASSOCIATION DES DÉPARTEMENTS ET

RÉGIONS CYCLABLES (DRC) ; ASSOCIATION FR. VÉLO ROUTES ET VOIES VERTES (AF3V) ;
ASSOCIATION FRANÇAISE POUR LE DEVELOPPEMENT ET LA PROMOTION DE L’AVENUE VERTE

LONDON/PARIS CLUB DES VILLES CYCLABLES ; MINISTÈRE DE L’ÉCOLOGIE, DU
DÉVELOPPEMENT DURABLE, DES TRANSPORTS ET DU LOGEMENT (MEDDTL) ; ECO-COMPTEUR;

HUNGARY : GREENWAYS METHODOLOGY ASSOCIATION (GMA); - IRELAND: GREAT
SOUTHERN TRAIL; HERITAGE COUNCIL OF IRELAND - ITALY: ASSOCIAZONE ITALIANA

GREENWAYS (AIG) - LATVIA: VIDZEME TOURISM ASSOCIATION - LUXEMBOURG: MINISTÈRE DU
TOURISME - PORTUGAL: ASSOCIAÇÃO PORTUGUESA DE CORREDORES VERDES; CÂMARA

MUNICIPAL DE MONTEMOR-O-NOVO; CÂMARA MUNICIPAL DE VALENÇA ; COMUNIDADE
INTERMUNICIPAL DA REGIÃO DÃO LAFÕES; COMUNIDADE INTERMUNICIPAL DO MINHO-LIMA

(CIM–ALTO MINHO) MUNICIPIO DE MONÇÃO; REDE FERROVIARIA NACIONAL (REFER); -
SPAIN: ADMINISTRADOR DE INFRAESTRUCTURAS FERROVIARIAS (ADIF); BASQUETOUR-
AGENCIA VASCA DE TURISMO ; CONSELL COMARCAL DE LA TERRA ALTA ; CONSORCI VIES

VERDES DE GIRONA ; CONSORCIO TURISTICO PLAZAOLA; CONSORCIO TURÍSTICO VÍA VERDE
DEL NOROESTE ; CONSORCIO VIA VERDE DEL TARAZONICA ; DIPUTACION PROVINCIAL DE

JAEN; FUNDACION FERROCARRILES ESPAÑOLES (FFE) ; FUNDACION VIA VERDE DE LA SIERRA
; GENERALITAT VALENCIANA. D. G. DE TRANSPORTES, PUERTOS Y COSTAS; MANCOMUNIDAD

VÍA VERDE DE LA JARA – UNITED KINGDOM: SUSTRANS.

Honorary members: BELGIUM: SNCB-HOLDING - SPAIN: ADMINISTRADOR DE
INFRAESTRUCTURAS FERROVIARIAS (ADIF); MINISTERIO DE MEDIO AMBIENTE Y MEDIO

RURAL Y MARINO; USA: RAILS TO TRAILS CONSERVANCY (RTC).

EGWA MEMBERS



What does EGWA do?
Promotes greenways

•Awards
•Conferences
•Observatory
•Greenways Day, within the

European Mobility Week
• Best Practices Guides,
• European projects (REVER,

Greenways4Tour, Naviki,
Greenways Product)

• information exchange, initiatives
diffusion, networking,
cooperation, advice, lobbying,
(...)



From “Tourism Resource” to “Tourism Product”

Greenways Product
ACCESSIBLE TOURISM ON EUROPEAN GREENWAYS



From accessible infrastructure

… to tourism products for all

“the accessibility chain”



Communication routes reserved
exclusively for non-motorized
journeys

Satisfactory standards
€width,
€gradient, and
€surface condition...

user-friendly and low-risk for users of
all abilities. including people with
reduced mobility.

Greenways



Greenways
Refitted infrastructures,
such as:
€ abandoned railways
€ canal towpaths
€ disused military roads
€ other paths closed to motorized

traffic

Daily mobility, active tourism,
healthy leisure, sport and exercise
for everyone

urban or rural
Phil Cheattle/Sustrans



Greenways:
a way to preserve the cultural and industrial heritage
of the disused railway lines in Europe, thanks to the
restoration and maintenance of structures such as
tunnels, viaducts and station buildings.



Reconditioning of railway bridges
Infrastructures facilitating access



Safe and light tunnels
Infrastructures facilitating access

1st Prize: Tuernitzer Radweg / Marktgemeinde Tuernitz
(Austria)
Excellent greenway, very strongly supported by neighbors, which
promotes the daily mobility of citizens. It connects many public
services and includes a stunning tunnel used as a concerts hall.
www.tuernitz-noe.at



Rehabilitation of
disused railway stations
to install Services and
tourism equipment

Multiple examples in Europe.



Gradients less than 3 %, rectilinear tracks, wide curves.
Exceptional and respectful

access to nature…

Greenways: an asset for accessible tourism



Greenways design have to
optimize its accessibility
allowing access by all types
of users, including mobility
impaired people



Design  greenways for people with disabilities means to
include facilities and services for most of  the population



Tactile information panels, materials of different textures
to guide persons with impaired vision

It’s easy to reserve parking
space for mobility  impaired
visitors



…or bicycles for impaired people



For some people with disability (also including elderly,
children…) greenways represent the only way of getting exercise or
visiting the great outdoors by themselves



• To offer equal opportunities

• To enhance the quality of the tourism offers

• Because people with disabilities and senior
citizens constitutes a growing sector.

• Because it reduces the seasonality of the
tourism sector.

 Why to  promote tourism for all?



Economic impact of accessible tourism
in Europe



http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/newsroom/cf/itemdetail.cfm?item_id=7486&lang=en



Current demand and forecasting – Key findings

1. As of 2011, there were 138.6 million people with access needs
in the EU, of which 35.9% were people with disabilities aged 15-64,
and 64.1% were the elderly population aged 65 or above.

2. Among the EU27 countries, UK, France, Germany, Italy and
Spain are countries with the largest population of people with
access needs, all above 10 million.

3. In 2012, people with access needs in the EU took
approximately 783 million trips within the EU, and the demand
is anticipated to grow to about 862 million trips per year by
2020, equivalent to an average growth rate of 1.2% annually.
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The economic contribution of
Accessible Tourism will be amplified
by a similar scale if the travel
companion effect is taken into
account.

On average, people with access
needs in the EU travel with
about 1.9 companions; people with
disabilities tend to travel with more
companions than the elderly
population (2.2 and 1.6).

Travel companions – Key findings



Under scenarios of minimum, medium and extensive
improvements, the tourism demand could potentially increase
against the current level by 24.2%, 33.2% and 43.6%,
respectively.

• The current tourism demand in 2012  generated €786 billion
of gross turnover and €394 billion of GDP, equivalent to
about 2.75% of the total EU27 GDP, and 8.7 million persons of
employment within the EU, considering direct, indirect and
induced contributions.

• The EU economy could benefit from further contribution
under scenarios of minimum, medium and extensive
improvements by about 18%, 25% and 36% against the current
level, respectively.

Scenarios – Key findings



Best practices for European
greenways in matters of accessibility
and inclusive leisure



ACCESIBLE TOURISM ON EUROPEAN GREENWAYS

LEAFLET EN /FR / ES



These Guides and Leaflets contribute to improved

knowledge and capabilities of entrepreneurs and local

providers in respect of the requirements of greenways

users (especially people with disabilities) in order to

adapt their services to this kind of users and provide

accessible facilities and equipment.



Objective:  to  spread a selection of European best
practices about Greenways accessibility between major
players and stakeholder organizations with a view to
achieving a wide range transferring knowledge



The Guide and Leaflet about
Accessibility  on Greenways
helps people to consider new
ideas and change people’s way
of thinking in favor of people
with disabilities

These tools allow European
Greenways managers to take
advantage of the experience
gained by others

ACCESSIBLE TOURISM ON EUROPEAN GREENWAYS



Gaves Greenway / Voie verte de Gaves

• Located in the French Pyrenees, near Lourdes; 18 km
long.

It was awarded with the “Tourisme et Handicaps” label.
(2005: hearing, motor and Intellectual; 2010, visual)

• It is accessible for all kinds of users.

 Exemplary European Greenways initiatives
2nd Prize  4th  EGA, 2009 -Sustainable, Development & Tourism





ACCESSIBLE TOURISM ON EUROPEAN GREENWAYS

Saône-et-Loire Greenways

• The first French department which had an operational
greenway (Cluny – Givry)

• Nowadays, it is a wide network of accessible greenways

• It was awarded with the “Tourisme et Handicaps” label for
implanting accesible facilities (2007, 2012)

• They organise activities to promote accesibility and a tourism
for all

 Exemplary European Greenways initiatives



- parking : emplacement à – de 50 m, bretelle d'accès

- tables adaptées, accès

- bancs à proximité des parkings

Aménagements demandés

 Différents maîtres d’ouvrages concernés, des concertations
sont nécessaires avec les communes.

Réévaluation

27/09/2012

Les Voies Vertes de Sa€ne-et-
Loire en Bourgogne du Sud



ACCESSIBLE TOURISM ON EUROPEAN GREENWAYS

Girona Greenways

• One of the pioneer organizations in the matter of accessibilty in
Spain

• They launched an enhancement plan to solve problems in the
greenways (2007)

• They offer guides with information for disabled people and all
kind of users

• They provide adaptative bikes, accessible facilities…

 Exemplary European Greenways initiatives



ACCESSIBLE TOURISM ON EUROPEAN GREENWAYS

Terra Alta Greenway

• A Tourism Plan was launched to make this greenway accessible
for all users (2010)

• The plan included brochures and guides to promote the project

• The track was bordered by 12 cm high kerbs to act as guides for
the visually impaired

• They recieved an award from the regional tourism agency for
their labour

 Exemplary European Greenways initiatives



Spanish Railways foundation

Since its creation in 1993, the Spanish Greenways programme has been
in the forefront of the promotion of universal accessibility standards



11 Vías Verdes provide bikes for disabled people in Spain



Objective of the guide
Greenways and localities crossed

by greenways, to become
accessible tourism
destinations for all.

Provide objective and accurate
information about the
accessibility in these
greenways and the tourism
supply in their territories

Gracias al patrocinio



The starting point….
A pre-existing infrastructure

accessible and used by people
with disabilities.

A specific experience of greenways
adaptation to improve
accessibility (VV Girona, Terra
Alta, Sierra ...)

Lack of information on
complementary accessible tourist
supply

A previous collaboration PREDIF-
FFE







Information about accesible tourism
supply around greenways



Methodologie

1
• Selection of Greenways to analyze (10) in different regions

2
• To develop the analysis methodology of greenways

3
• Fieldwork and joint technical implementation of PREDIF and FFE

(10 + 150 VV tourism resources)

4
• Guide Reports

5
• Creación de Web Accesible

6
• Review and update content



Greenways included
on the Guide



SOME CONCLUSIONS

€ Accessible tourism in Europe It is a very
important niche market and there are clear
business opportunities linked to this growing
demand.

€ They are already available thousands of km of
greenways in Europe, car-free, safe and
accessible, very suitable for people with special
needs, including cyclists.

€ Furthermore there are much more potential km
that can be developed as these accessible routes.



SOME CONCLUSIONS
€ Ensure accessibility  in greenways allows people with

disabilities to enjoy nature with autonomy.

€ Greenways managers and stakeholders must improve
the infrastructures, equipments and services to ensure
tourism for all.

€ The Chain of the accessibility is key to generate
accessible tourism product in European greenways.

€ Accessible tourism represent an add value for tourism
sector in general.



Thanks for your attention!

Enjoy
Greenways!

Join EGWA!


